
Unbroken - Quote Analysis 
Part II 

 
Directions: Answer each question with a minimum of 5-7 

complete sentences. 
 

If you need more room, use a separate piece of paper. 
 

 
Excerpt #1: 

“These crashes, only one caused by enemy action, weren’t unusual.  In 
World War II, some 36,000 Army Air Forces planes were lost in combat 
and accidents.  The surprise is how many were lost in accidents.  In 1943 in 
the region in which Louie served, for every plane lost in combat, some six 
planes were lost in accidents.  In the war, almost 36,000 airmen died in 
nonbattle situations, the vast majority in accidental crashes. 
 
Often, the culprit was the planes.  In January 1943 alone, Louie 
encountered ten serious mechanical problems in planes in which he flew, 
including two engine failures and jammed landing gear.  Once, Super 
Man’s brakes failed on landing.  By the time Phil stopped the plane, it was 
three feet short of the runway’s end which abutted the ocean.” 
 

1. How would this information above, affect Airmen during this era?  
Present and explain at least two possibilities within your response. 

 
 

Excerpt #2: 
“The tropical weather was another danger.  Once, as Phil detoured around a 
squall, Cuppernell asked if he’d dare fly into it.  ‘I can fly this thing 
anywhere,’ Phil said, turning into the storm.  It was a near-fatal mistake.  
Super Man was swallowed; wind pivoted it sideways, and it began 
‘porpoising’--swooping up and down like a swimming dolphin--leaving the 
men clinging to anything bolted down.  They’d been at only one thousand 



feet when they entered the storm.  Now, with no visibility and the plane 
pitching wildly, they didn’t know where the ocean was.  Each time the plane 
plunged, the men braced for a crash.  Oahu had been in sight a moment 
before, but now they'd lost all sense of its location.  Pillsbury strapped on 
his parachute.” 
 

2. To what extent, do you think the role of nature plays within this 
story? You can even hypothesize how you think nature will come into 
play as we continue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. In your opinion, to what degree are we--as humans--at the mercy of 
Mother Nature even in our 21st century era?  Explain your opinion. 

 
Excerpt #3: 

“Of all the horrors facing downed men, the one most feared was capture by 
the Japanese.  The roots of this fear lay in an event that occurred in 1937, 
early in Japan’s invasion of China. 
 
The Japanese military surrounded the city of Nanking, stranding civilians 
and 90,000 Chinese soldiers, who surrendered.  Japanese officers then 
issued an order to execute all POWs.  What followed was a six-week frenzy 
of killing.  POWs were beheaded, machine-gunned, bayoneted, and burned 
alive. The Japanese turned on civilians, staging killing contests, raping tens 
of thousands of people, mutilating and crucifying them.  The Japanese 
press ran tallies of the killing contests, praising the contestants.  Historians 
estimate that the Japanese murdered between 200,000 and 430,000 
Chinese, including the 90,000 POWs, in what became known as the Rape 
of Nanking. 
 



...It is testament to the reputation of the Japanese that in one doomed B-24 
falling over Japanese forces, only one man bailed out.  The rest were so 
afraid of capture that they chose to die in the crash.” 
 

4. World War II, is said to have started in 1939 with the German 
invasion of Poland.  How could you argue otherwise, pulling facts 
from the above excerpt as your textual evidence? 

 
 
 
 
 

5. In your opinion, why do we (within history books and the school 
environment) predominantly discuss the European theatre of 
World War II so much more than the Pacific theatre? 

 


